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Post Message: We've been working on a plan for our district for the next ten years. We're 
facing some major challenges, but also proposing some pretty big projects so before we 
make any final decisions, we really want to hear what you think. Check out Mayor Ash's 
message below for a bit of an overview or find more info on everything we're proposing at 
http://mpdc.nz/planningahead 

Time Posted: Tue Mar 16 2021 14:15:34 GMT+1300 (New Zealand Daylight Time) 

6 comments  

Comment: I'm a 1000.00 owing on my rates already 

Commenter name: Cedar Wilson 
 

Comment: well there is a huge amount of tar and chip thats fallen off the Higins road working 
truck all over Studholme st in Morrinsville has had no clean up happen probably wont 
happen, again... guess where it all goes? down the drain thats right then the drains block 
and the town floods. 

Commenter name: Alan Murphy 
 

Comment: I disagree with the rates increase. As a household I have to live within my budget 
and I think Council should too within reason. (While I expect some increase, under 5% per 
year is more realistic to struggling households) As a rural resident I pay for some things I 
cannot access like rubbish collection - I would love that!! And wondering what is happening 
with consents. 4 of my friends are waiting for building consents, and have been for many 
months now. Maybe time and effort should be put into things like addressing these as 
opposed to having working groups and coming up with elaborate schemes for our areas. 
You forget that these massive delays are costing people dearly both financially and mentally. 
And sometimes just listening is good..... the majority of people said the seating was a waste 
of money in Morrinsville. I am there most days and I am still to see someone using these, but 
then maybe I miss them as I search for a carpark, which is a serious problem there! 

Commenter name: Sue Tesselaar 
 

Comment: Hi Sue, we appreciate your feedback and encourage you to make a submission. 
We've outlined what we're proposing and would like to know if you agree or disagree. Please 
have a look and let us know at https://www.mpdc.govt.nz/long-term-plan by 16 April. With 
regard to building consents, you're correct. Due to unprecedented growth and a national 
shortage of building consent officers, consents which normally take 20 working days are 
taking considerably longer. We're doing our best to bring the numbers back within the 
statutory time frames and have contracted the overdue consents out to external processors 
to help us get back on top. We're doing our best to process current and new building 
consents using all available resources. 

Attachment: View Attachment 

Commenter name: Matamata-Piako District Council 
 



 
3 

Comment: When we bought our home here we learned that the matamata piako area was 
having issues with refuse centres overcharging and syphoning profits. If that's true (and as it 
came from workers there we're inclined to believe them) then sort them out? Basically 
upping our rates to cover rubbish issues is skipping the real issue and asking alot of good 
people to pay for a few greedy thieves wealth. Better place to start than a rates hike to fund 
greed. 

Commenter name: Neesha Poole 
 

Comment: Hi Neesha, we and the rest of NZ are facing massive challenges with how we 
manage our rubbish and recycling. This is a complex issue and we encourage you to have a 
look at the info we've put together in the Long Term Plan or for more of a nutshell, check out 
https://www.mpdc.govt.nz/long-term-plan/things-we-think-we-should-focus-on/facing-the-
rubbish-problem-head-on and let us know what you think. 

Attachment: View Attachment 

Commenter name: Matamata-Piako District Council 
 

Post Message: Come on down to the Te Aroha Railway Market! We are consulting on the 
Draft Long Term Plan. We have a fun word find (win a chocolate!), face painting and 2 library 
competitions. Shout out to Councillor Russel Smith for being a good sport and getting your 
face painted! 

Time Posted: Sat Mar 20 2021 09:37:51 GMT+1300 (New Zealand Daylight Time) 

4 comments for 114099128648004_3991500357574509: 

Comment: Awesome 

Commenter name: Maria McBirney 
 

Comment: @nzhappyfaces humblebrag!!! 

Commenter name: Rhea Lynch 
 

Comment: How long are submissions open for and are there hard copies at offices? 

Commenter name: Tarryn Appleby 
 

Comment: Tarryn Appleby consultation us open until Friday 19 April and there are hard 
copies in the offices ☺ 

Commenter name: Matamata-Piako District Council 
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Post Message: Fresh water is necessary for sustaining life - it’s critical for people, plants, 
animals and freshwater species. To take better care of our fresh water, central government’s 
created new policy and legislation that we’re working to implement across our communities. 
We think this is a move in the right direction but with more compliance there’s also a cost. A 
change to the national drinking water standards in 2018 is a win for residents and the 
environment but it’s meant changes to how we manage water and associated infrastructure 
to meet the new requirements. We also work with the Waikato Regional Council to secure 
and maintain water-take consents to supply drinking water – but this is getting tougher. Find 
out more about the changes at national level that are changing the way we’re managing our 
drinking water - https://mpdc.nz/water-compliance As we plan ahead and face challenges, 
like tougher compliance requirements, we need your help making some big decisions for the 
next ten years. Read more about the challenges we're facing with water, or tell us what you 
think about our water and waste water priorities in the Long Term Plan by making a 
submission online at https://mpdc.nz/planningahead. #mpdcplanningahead 

 

Post Message: Whether you know the difference between La Niña and El Niño climate 
cycles or believe in climate change, it’s hard to ignore the changing weather patterns we’re 
experiencing. If you enjoy spending time at the beach then having warmer drier weather is 
great but it can also compromise the steady supply of drinking water. We rely on water 
catchments to collect rain for our drinking water and therefore, how much water’s in these 
areas is critical. Find out where our water comes from, the impact weather has on the 
drinking water that comes out of your tap, and how the weather will influence our future 
supply – https://mpdc.nz/changing-weather We need your help making some big decisions 
for the next ten years. Read more about the challenges we're facing with water, or tell us 
what you think about our water and waste water priorities in the Long Term Plan by making a 
submission online at https://mpdc.nz/planningahead. #mpdcplanningahead 

Time Posted: Tue Mar 23 2021 18:15:00 GMT+1300 (New Zealand Daylight Time) 

 

Post Message: We believe most of our water supplies are sufficient for current and future 
needs, however, Morrinsville needs improvement to ensure there’s enough water for 
essential use (like drinking and hygiene). Tighter consent conditions limit the amount of 
water we’re allowed to take from the Topahaehae Stream in the summer and, as a result, 
another water supply is needed. We can continue to improve our water infrastructure, but we 
can’t do everything - it’s simply not affordable. So this is where we need your help making 
some big decisions for the next ten years. Find out what’s planned for Morrinsville - 
mpdc.nz/Morrinsville-water You can read more about the challenges we're facing with water, 
or tell us what you think about our water and waste water priorities in the Long Term Plan by 
making a submission online at mpdc.nz/planningahead. #mpdcplanningahead 

Time Posted: Wed Mar 24 2021 18:15:23 GMT+1300 (New Zealand Daylight Time) 

10 comments  

Comment: Mandate tanks for all new builds....give a rates reduction to all ratepayers that 
already have or fit tanks...the answer to unloading infrastructure really does fall from the 
sky...do you reckon we catch it? 2 bedroom house 20000 litres minimum 3 bedroom 30000 
litres etc 

Commenter name: Jason McQuinn 
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Comment: Jason McQuinn absolutely, was going to say the same thing! Even if its just 
10,000l each new build it would decrease demand on the system dramatically. 

Commenter name: Laurette Strude 
 

Comment: Jason McQuinn here is a link to where you can make your submission - 
www.mpdc.nz/planningahead 😊 

Attachment: View Attachment 

Commenter name: Matamata-Piako District Council 
 

Comment: Laurette Strude check out the link below to have your say on our Long Term Plan 
😊 

Commenter name: Matamata-Piako District Council 
 

Comment: Laurette Strude I so agree. Make tanks a more affordable option and more 
people could invest in one 

Commenter name: Wendy Mcmahon 
 

Comment: Wendy Mcmahon send in your idea to mpdc.nz/planningahead 

Attachment: View Attachment 

Commenter name: Matamata-Piako District Council 
 

Comment: Matamata-Piako District Council I think it warrants a councillor presenting these 
sensible ideas and speaking to them during the submission process. 

Commenter name: Jason McQuinn 
 

Comment: Jason McQuinn they need to have a submission to the consultation first to be 
presented through Council. 

Commenter name: Matamata-Piako District Council 
 

Comment: I must say that it's very refreshing to see so much easily readable information 
from MPDC about the LTP and Rubbish processes. I've never seen so much helpful info 
from any council before. Good to see MPDC showing other councils how to inform 
ratepayers and others living in the area. Well done MPDC. 
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Commenter name: David G King 
 

Comment: Thanks heaps David G King ☺ 

Commenter name: Matamata-Piako District Council 
 

Post Message: The way water is being managed in New Zealand is changing and until we 
know what impact that’ll have, we believe we should keep maintaining and improving our 
water infrastructure. But what do you think? In July 2020, the Government launched the 
Three Waters Reform Programme – a three year programme to reform local government 
water service delivery arrangements for drinking water, storm water and waste water. The 
government’s proposing to develop a new, regional model delivering water services across 
the country. We’ve signed up to be part of the initial discussions and as the regional model 
takes shape we’ll have to decide whether our water service delivery and infrastructure 
should become part of a regional entity. Watch the full video and find out more about the 
water reform at https:\\mpdc.nz/water-reform To read more about the challenges we're 
facing with water, or tell us what you think about our water and waste water priorities in the 
Long Term Plan by making a submission online at mpdc.nz/planningahead 
#mpdcplanningahead 

Time Posted: Fri Mar 26 2021 18:30:00 GMT+1300 (New Zealand Daylight Time) 

1 comments 

Comment: Excellent video from Ash and Karl. 

Commenter name: David G King 
 

Post Message: We’re usually in hot water over something 😉…but this time it’s different. We 
may have missed out on government funding, but the business case for a new day spa in Te 
Aroha is so strong that we think this is too good an opportunity to miss. Not only for Te 
Aroha but for the wider district. The background work suggests we have an exciting and 
viable opportunity, using the geothermal water in the Te Aroha Domain. This proposal has 
the potential to deliver a range of benefits – including economic, cultural, environmental, 
social and heritage opportunities. This is a big decision and we want to know if you think we 
should proceed - but build it in separate stages or build the whole thing up front, or whether 
you think we shouldn’t proceed with this. Find out more about the Te Aroha day spa 
proposal or tell us what you think by making a submission online at 
https://mpdc.nz/spaproposal #mpdcplanningahead 

Time Posted: Mon Mar 29 2021 18:30:00 GMT+1300 (New Zealand Daylight Time) 

15 comments 

Comment: i think theres more important issues than hotpools...🤔 

Commenter name: Bevan Matamata 
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Comment: Bevan Matamata this is one of several key proposals we're making - you can 
read about all of them at http://mpdc.nz/planningahead 

Attachment: View Attachment 

Commenter name: Matamata-Piako District Council 
 

Comment: Matamata-Piako District Council i hear use will be at Raungaiti Marae 
tomorrow...Ka Pai... 

Commenter name: Bevan Matamata 
 

Comment: Matamata-Piako District Council Morrinsville doesn't have a all year round 
swimming pool? Could we be considered please, I travel 4 times a week to Hamilton so we 
can do lane swimming. 

Commenter name: Christine Smith 
 

Comment: Matamata-Piako District Council that's a good proposal for morrinsvil swimming 
pools, we have a lot of competitive swimmers in the district 

Commenter name: James O'Carroll 
 

Comment: Christine Smith why don’t you use the Matamata swimming pool rather than 
driving to Hamilton? 

Commenter name: Deb Hopkins 
 

Comment: Can you send me a hard copy of the consultation document please. PO Box 436, 
Opotiki. Cheers. 

Commenter name: Sandy Barnes 
 

Comment: Would seem mad to not do it. This town is only 2 hours from Auckland. Only thing 
I would suggest is to develop the hot pools as the same time. Look at Hanmer springs as an 
example of what a small town can be! 

Commenter name: Shaun Murray 
 

Comment: I read the business case, and while I didn't understand some of it, it did seem 
clear that developing the day spa would be good for employment, good for council and good 
for Te Aroha. Having said that, I indicated on the consultation that we can't rush into it as 
there are a number of big issues to sort out first around the Domain. 

Commenter name: David G King 
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Comment: Totally spend the money on Morrinsville locals rather than bringing others in. The 
pools in Morrinsville all year round please. 

Commenter name: Linda Clements 
 

Comment: Hey Linda Clements - this spa proposal is only one of many proposals we're 
consulting on. Upgrading the Morrinsville Pools is also in there - check out 
https://www.mpdc.govt.nz/long-term-plan/things-we-want-to-investigate/morrinsville-
recreation-master-plan for more details 🙂 

Attachment: View Attachment 

Commenter name: Matamata-Piako District Council 
 

Comment: Matamata-Piako District Council yes thanks for the link but 10 years always is 
way too far away for this growing community. Would support a move forward 😊👍 

Commenter name: Linda Clements 
 

Comment: I would like to see some money spent on the main street in Te Aroha, an update 
is long overdue. 

Commenter name: Angela Lynne 
 

Comment: Angela Lynne we are proposing to do exactly that in one of our other key 
proposals 🙂 Check out https://www.mpdc.govt.nz/long-term-plan/things-we-think-we-
should-focus-on/revitalising-our-town-centres and fill in the form at the bottom of the page to 
let us know whether you agree or disagree with the proposal 

Attachment: View Attachment 

Commenter name: Matamata-Piako District Council 
 

Comment: Money can only be spent if the return financially, is reinvested into the upgrading 
of Te-Aroha in general. This is about upgrading an Edwardian spa town, should the 
enterprise prove to be highly successful, then the follow on, is carparks ,wifi, more 
accommodation, motorhome parks etc. All doable if the town becomes a destination ,and not 
a drive through. Then! maybe retail will return in numbers and be supported. I say do the 
project as one vision, complete in stages, and monitor results in traffic flow and occupancies. 
I remember going to Hanmer springs in the early 50's and returning in 2006,the difference 
was in the life of the town and what had been added, absolutely a spa town has a future ,for 
health reasons and those benefits alone. 

Commenter name: Barry Thomson 
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Post Message: Since COVID-19 took the world by storm, you might be wondering why so 
much importance is being placed on tourism. Well, it’s something that can benefit small 
towns as well as big cities, and supports small endeavours through to world class 
experiences because travellers want different things. The real kicker though is the way the 
tourist dollar circulates in a local economy. Visitor spending is new money that’s injected into 
an economy, and while you may not work in tourism and benefit directly from it, there’s a 
good chance you’ll benefit when that dollar gets spent again and again. This is referred to as 
the multiplier effect. Find out more about the multiplier effect and how our district could 
benefit from the proposed Te Aroha day spa - https://www.mpdc.govt.nz/spa-proposal-
benefits #mpdcplanningahead 

Time Posted: Tue Mar 30 2021 19:35:30 GMT+1300 (New Zealand Daylight Time) 

1 comments 

Comment: The other day I was at i-Site and they commented that roughly 100 people had 
just departed to climb up Mt Te Aroha. No money in that. But, when they get back down 
they'll be looking to purchase refreshments and to recover from the climb. 

Commenter name: David G King 
 

Post Message: Matamata has an amazing new statue, and one of our key proposals in the 
draft Long Term Plan would see it get another one. We’re proposing to put statues of Mayor 
Ash in each of our CBD’s. The statues would be 12 foot high and made of bronze. To keep 
costs low, we’d use the same design in each town – this would also create a strong, united 
link between the three main towns in our district. We want you to take a photo with the statue 
and share it around using #Ashtag to promote our towns. Costs: We have budgeted $3 
million for the statues ($1 million per town) Rates impact: $500,000 urban property $6.25 per 
year $8 million rural property $90.84 

Time Posted: Thu Apr 01 2021 11:14:38 GMT+1300 (New Zealand Daylight Time) 

55 comments  

Comment: Bloody brilliant but you were early promoting a day spa with no tourists in the 
country....build some council flats in each town ie matamata,morrinsville,te aroha...ready 
income every year...answers the housing shortage repays it's own expenditure 

Commenter name: Jason McQuinn 
 

Comment: Interesting fact for you - the Te Aroha Mineral Spas have had their busiest year 
on record, even without the international tourists. High end spa experiences are popular with 
both domestic and international visitors, which is one of the reasons we think this proposal 
stacks up, even in the current economic climate :-) Re housing - we are proposing to 
investigate expanding our stock of housing for elderly https://www.mpdc.govt.nz/long-term-
plan/things-we-want-to-investigate/expanding-housing-for-the-elderly 

Attachment: View Attachment 

Commenter name: Matamata-Piako District Council 
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Comment: Matamata-Piako District Council what about the young family's struggling to find a 
place don't worry about the older folks they have homes all thought town and even rest 
homes but there's nothing for us young people 

Commenter name: Chloe Clifton 
 

Comment: I know 3 different families all with little children under 1 struggling to find housing 
in matamata as there isn't anything 

Commenter name: Chloe Clifton 
 

Comment: Matamata-Piako District Council we need to focus on the young people not the 
old 😊 not saying they aren't important theres just lots of help for the old folks already and 
nothing for us younger people 

Commenter name: Chloe Clifton 
 

Comment: Jason McQuinn do you know what day it is 🤣🤣 

Commenter name: Angus Hamilton 
 

Comment: Chloe Clifton the housing crisis is a national issue, and an interesting challenge 
for local government. Social housing isn't typically something that is our responsibility, but 
social wellbeing is part of the purpose of local government. We're part of conversations 
about this at a regional level, but currently have no plans to develop social housing. If you 
think this is a space Council should be doing more in, make a submission here: 
https://www.mpdc.govt.nz/long-term-plan/things-we-want-to-investigate/expanding-housing-
for-the-elderly 

Attachment: View Attachment 

Commenter name: Matamata-Piako District Council 
 

Comment: Chloe Clifton maybe they should have simcity installed on their computers at 
work? Look at the states....droves leaving overpopulated California for low tax states with 
low cost and available housing like Texas... Be like Texas mpdc generate wealth through 
investment to lower future upkeep of assets and attract outside investment. 

Commenter name: Jason McQuinn 
 

Comment: A great April Fools joke!😁 

Commenter name: Robyn Danford 
 

Comment: Omg, watch all of them get upset about why this is happening and not a statue of 
a certain someone else!!!!! 
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Commenter name: Angela McAllister 
 

Comment: Angela McAllister yeah Jason's already way too serious for this post 🙄🤣 

Commenter name: Michele Morrow 
 

Comment: BuT wHaT aBoUt WiReMu............. 

Commenter name: Jared Carroll 
 

Comment: Angela McAllister Whose them?? 

Commenter name: Peterina Tuhakaraina 
 

Comment: April fools right 

Commenter name: Tyneale Homewood 
 

Comment: PLEASE DON"T 

Commenter name: Lindsay Ward 
 

Comment: Don't worry, it's an April Fools joke. But if you want to know what we're actually 
proposing, check out http://mpdc.nz/planningahead 

Attachment: View Attachment 

Commenter name: Matamata-Piako District Council 
 

Comment: Love it 😂  

Commenter name: Kelley Tantau 
 

Comment: haha I was so falling for that!... Good April Fools MPDC> 🤣🤣 

Commenter name: Milly Keys 
 

Comment: Natalie Gaskell Friday night shoulder rides? 

Commenter name: Marie Waring 
 

Comment: Marie Waring hope it be fenced at least. 
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Commenter name: Chris Bedford 
 

Comment: Chris Bedford with a sign? 

Commenter name: Marie Waring 
 

Comment: And cameras 

Commenter name: Chris Bedford 
 

Comment: Marie Waring I heard Natalie Gaskell was back on the horse 

Commenter name: Chris Bedford 
 

Comment: Marie Waring stop it........Natalie will ruin everything, for everyone! 

Commenter name: Jared Carroll 
 

Comment: Izaak West I reckon they should get cows 

Commenter name: Tyla West 
 

Comment: Lol good one! But...OMG this really happens in India where politicians get such 
statues put up by their party goons😑 

Commenter name: Priya Srinivasan 
 

Comment: Brilliant 😆😂 

Commenter name: James Brodie 
 

Comment: Happy 1st of April!!! 

Commenter name: Karyn Blair 
 

Comment: That one gets a smile! But in a more serious vein, I'd love to see more Adrian 
Worsley sculptures around the district. The man's an artistic genius, and they would be a 
great complement to the Hauraki cycle trail and other tourist spots around the district. 

Commenter name: Steve Southall 
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Comment: There are already a number of these in Te Aroha's mainstreet. All of them have 
been funded by local businesses or community groups and Council has supported them by 
providing a location and assisting with the installation. 

Commenter name: Matamata-Piako District Council 
 

Comment: All good - just like to see more of them! 

Commenter name: Steve Southall 
 

Comment: Mish Hawthorne 👍 

Commenter name: Sandra Harris 
 

Comment: Sandra Harris love it 😂 

Commenter name: Mish Hawthorne 
 

Comment: Can we.. just.....not? 

Commenter name: Trish Tribble 
 

Comment: If not an April Fool's joke, then you are absolutely wasting tax payers money, 
when we have a huge housing crisis and homelessness in this country. If an April Fool's joke 
then good one. 🤣 

Commenter name: Angel Char 
 

Comment: It's definitely an April Fool's joke :-) But if you want to know what we're actually 
proposing in our community, head to http://mpdc.nz/planningahead 

Attachment: View Attachment 

Commenter name: Matamata-Piako District Council 
 

Comment: Angel Char I think you mean Ratepayers? 

Commenter name: Wayne Montgomery 
 

Comment: Wayne Montgomery rate payers still pay tax Dad. Lol. 

Commenter name: Angel Char 
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Comment: That's right but not to Local Govt. 

Commenter name: Wayne Montgomery 
 

Comment: Or let's do the predator... yeah!! 

Commenter name: Trish Tribble 
 

Comment: Obviously it's -1 St April !!! 

Commenter name: Gabrielle van Alphen 
 

Comment: Brilliant! 

Commenter name: Kelvin James Forsman 
 

Comment: I would have preferred one of public servant Rexine Hawes, she works so hard 
for the community and deserves the recognition. 

Commenter name: Lawrence Gullery 
 

Comment: Rexine is pretty amazing, but we've got lots of other passionate, hard working 
staff as well - we wouldn't want them to get jealous ;-) 

Commenter name: Matamata-Piako District Council 
 

Comment: Rikki Miller 😂 

Commenter name: Latesha Miller 
 

Comment: What a easy of my money 

Commenter name: Trevor Corin 
 

Comment: Don't worry Trevor - it was an April Fool's joke. If you want to know what we're 
actually planning go to http://mpdc.nz/planningahead :-) 

Attachment: View Attachment 

Commenter name: Matamata-Piako District Council 
 

Comment: Trevor Corin waste of money 
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Commenter name: Shirley Running 
 

Comment: MPDC be like We are going to fix the water problems in Matamata... ...April fools 

Commenter name: Dave Mason 
 

Comment: No wonder our rates are going up 11.80% this is not a necessary expenditure 

Commenter name: Eve Rowley 
 

Comment: You're right Eve - it isn't necessary, it's an April Fool's joke :-) If you want to know 
what is actually driving the 11.8% increase, check out http://mpdc.nz/planningahead 

Attachment: View Attachment 

Commenter name: Matamata-Piako District Council 
 

Comment: Eve Rowley its April fools day 😂🤣 

Commenter name: Debra Robinson 
 

Comment: Debra Robinson 🤣🤣 

Commenter name: Eve Rowley 
 

Comment: Maybe we can put the mayor on the new horse statue in Matamata 

Commenter name: Sarah Leggett 
 

Comment: Oh man, we missed a good idea right there 😂 

Commenter name: Matamata-Piako District Council 
 

Post Message: Relaxing in a hot pool is really appealing, especially now the mornings are 
cooler and the days are getting shorter. We’re in good company, because it turns out that 
day spa complexes in New Zealand and around the world are very popular. To have natural 
hot pools in our district is an exciting opportunity, and comparisons have been drawn 
between Te Aroha’s potential to become an iconic spa town like the well known Hanmer 
Springs in the Canterbury region. Under Hurunui District Council’s management, the busiest 
day at the Hanmer Springs facility attracted nearly 5,000 visitors. That’s impressive! We 
know we can operate a spa at a profit and we’ve seen how the success of the Hobbiton 
Movie Set tourism venture has put Matamata on the map for local and international visitors. 
We’re proposing to build on that. Watch the full video and find out more about how the 
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district could benefit from the proposed Te Aroha day spa at https://www.mpdc.govt.nz/spa-
proposal-benefits #mpdcplanningahead 

Time Posted: Fri Apr 02 2021 18:30:00 GMT+1300 (New Zealand Daylight Time) 

4 comments  

Attachment: View Attachment 

Commenter name: James Paterson 
 

Comment: Correct! Tourism helps grow the district and indirectly creates new jobs. 

Commenter name: Kelvin James Forsman 
 

Attachment: View Attachment 

Commenter name: Jason McQuinn 
 

Comment: What about setting up all the other older spas to be run like the number 2 spa 
house at Swim Zone Te Aroha around the domain, then you have an area for those who 
wish/can spend lots of money and those who wish too but can’t afford the fees to enjoy the 
hot pools too 

Commenter name: Janine Kitney 
 

Post Message: Come on down to the Morrinsville Market, we are here to talk about the Draft 
Long Term Plan and we want to know your thoughts! We have free face painting and a giant 
word find (win a chocolate)! So come on down and meet your local councillors and talk to the 
team. We are outside the Library on Canada Street and are here until noon. 

Time Posted: Sat Apr 03 2021 09:43:17 GMT+1300 (New Zealand Daylight Time) 

0 comments 
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Post Message: Let’s get into hot water – if it means more employment and business growth 
in the district. The existing Te Aroha Mineral Spas can’t always meet demand and potential 
customers are being turned away. We know from our existing spa and case studies that 
there is already high demand for a new day spa in Te Aroha, even in the current economic 
environment. The indicators are that a larger facility would have major benefits for the whole 
district, creating up to 65 jobs and acting as a catalyst for other developments and business 
growth. This is a big decision and we want to know if you think we should proceed - but build 
it in separate stages or build the whole thing up front, or whether you think we shouldn’t 
proceed with this. Find out more about the Te Aroha day spa proposal or you can tell us 
what you think by making a submission online at https://mpdc.nz/spapropsal 
#mpdcplanningahead 

Time Posted: Sat Apr 03 2021 18:30:00 GMT+1300 (New Zealand Daylight Time) 

26 comments 

Comment: Build it it’s a really nice thing to do 

Commenter name: Donna Quinn 
 

Comment: Wow! If this goes ahead will be great for our town, I'm all for it. 

Commenter name: Colleen Farmer 
 

Comment: Sounds like you would be stupid not too. 

Commenter name: Louise Lusby 
 

Comment: Do it in one go , use Wade Contractors for the earthworks, design it similar to 
Hamner Springs Make Te Aroha great again 

Commenter name: Klinton Wade 
 

Comment: Klinton Wade Hanmer Spring’s is magnificent! A little too expensive I think to 
create. Ideas great though 

Commenter name: Maree Brown 
 

Comment: Maree Brown u have to think Big Maree, TA needs to catch tourist dollar and give 
Hobbiton a run for their money 

Commenter name: Klinton Wade 
 

Comment: Klinton Wade yes! Makes sense to me 

Commenter name: Alex Stojkovic 
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Comment: With you on that one keg TeAroha needs a big draw card to get them into the 
town 

Commenter name: Shaun James 
 

Comment: You could be the local tour guide Klinton Wade 😂 

Commenter name: Fiona N Stan Knight 
 

Comment: Fiona N Stan Knight legendary status I herd .... 

Commenter name: Malcolm Mathers 
 

Comment: Being that Opal is for sale why doesn't the council purchase that and invest in 
reinvigorating it? https://www.trademe.co.nz/a/marketplace/business-farming-
industry/businesses-for-sale/tourism-hospitality/accommodation/listing/2870208648 

Commenter name: Jared Carroll 
 

Comment: Jared Carroll wow didn't know that. But, remember that the actual mineral hot 
water is not as safe as Te Aroha's. It is near a river with the river rats and meningitis issues. 
TA's comes from springs and can be used as the actual mineral water rather than just 
heated up hot water. There are also about 13 different springs with different types of water to 
create more than 1 type of spa experience. 

Commenter name: Hunny van der Hulst 
 

Comment: Hunny van der Hulst I understand that but the council not purchasing and 
reinvigorating opal is a huge missed opportunity, there's so much potential there its not 
funny 

Commenter name: Jared Carroll 
 

Comment: That place needs A LOT of investment in the pools, piping and camping area 
upgrades, and then it still has the river rats to contend with. 

Commenter name: Hunny van der Hulst 
 

Comment: Ratepayers may not be so happy to pay for that, but an investor may find this is a 
good business opportunity. 

Commenter name: Hunny van der Hulst 
 

Comment: Hunny van der Hulst River rats are nothing a bit of 1080 cant deal with 
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Commenter name: Jared Carroll 
 

Comment: Always cheaper in the long run to do it in one go. I remember going to the baths 
as a child with my dad and loved it. 

Commenter name: Judith Righton 
 

Comment: Yes yes yes 

Commenter name: Katrina Harvs 
 

Comment: Annalise Madeline Kellie Peters 

Commenter name: Marquele McCaskill 
 

Comment: 👍 

Commenter name: Denise Hurt 
 

Comment: Absolutely 100% support - don’t compromise to save cost 

Commenter name: Mark Baillie 
 

Comment: Excellent idea. 

Commenter name: Laurien McNicholas 
 

Comment: Turning away customers is bad for any business, never mind one that helps 
offset our rates bill. So I'm all in favour of MPDC getting lots of tourist dollars from our spa 
customers. 

Commenter name: David G King 
 

Comment: David G King and depriving the locals 😟 

Commenter name: Linda Clements 
 

Comment: Wow go head and build it all at once will also bring jobs aswell so it's a win win id 
travel from morrinsville to use to 

Commenter name: Brenda Hagley 
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Comment: Brenda Hagley 

Commenter name: Matamata-Piako District Council 
 

Post Message: We are facing some massive challenges with how we manage rubbish and 
recycling and just continuing to do what we're doing is not an option. We are proposing to 
change the kerbside services from 2023 to a wheelie bin for rubbish and another for 
recycling, a crate for glass and a food waste bin. This is going to cause a spike in rates that 
year but ratepayers will no longer have to buy rubbish bags. We are also proposing to set up 
resource recovery centres in Matamata and Morrinsville and make improvements at the 
Waihou Transfer Station to divert more waste from landfill. Over the next few days we will be 
releasing some videos explaining our proposals for the kerbside services. Find out more and 
make a submission at mpdc.nz/planningahead 

Time Posted: Tue Apr 06 2021 09:51:11 GMT+1200 (New Zealand Standard Time) 

45 comments  

Comment: So our rates will go up for what nothing it be a wast of money so why change 
something that's not broken People thst us other rubbish companies not need a new bins so 
to me it's a wast of time so we only need the bins that we have 

Commenter name: Lynette Allen-Nicholson 
 

Comment: Lynette Allen-Nicholson our current contract is up for review in 2023 and it’s an 
exciting opportunity for us to do something different. These are our proposals and we 
welcome your feedback to help us make a decision. have your say at 
MPDC.nz/planningahead 

Attachment: View Attachment 

Commenter name: Matamata-Piako District Council 
 

Comment: I love this idea. Plastic rubbish bags going to landfill will be sufficiently reduced 
and food that can be composted will be able to break down. A win for the environment. It 
would be good if our recycling plants could process different types of plastic e.g; number 5 
so less ends in landfill. Of course with any changes like this they cost money. 

Commenter name: Stacey Aldridge 
 

Comment: So for those of us that choose to support a local business such as Wheelie bin 
services in Waharoa we are now stiff out of luck and have the option of enduring the rate rise 
of the new rubbish system AND continuing to support a local family owned business, so in 
effect paying twice OR dumping the local family owned business. Seems to me that the 
choice is about to be taken away really, unless you happen to be Mickey the millionaire. 
🤷♀🤦♀ Well played MPDC another local business destined to go tits up in this already 
difficult financial environment. 🙈 

Commenter name: Paula Charlton 
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Comment: Paula Charlton the council can stick there council bins where the sun don’t shine 
I’ll be sticking to wheelie bin services 

Commenter name: David OGrady 
 

Comment: Paula Charlton Nothing has been decided yet, these are our proposals as part of 
the LTP and we welcome you to have your say by clicking the link. We understand many 
people use private wheelie bin services and we have been consulting with them as we have 
been exploring potential future services so we could understand their challenges and provide 
some options. The current kerbside contract is up for renewal in 2023 and we will be putting 
that contract out for tender. Wheelie Bin services could bid for the contract. (We are yet to 
decide how that will look and that's why are seeking your feedback on our proposals). What 
we have learned through our waste audits is there is a high rate of recycling going to landfill 
in private wheelie bins due to there being no recycling option (these customers, like yourself, 
would need to rely on the RTS or opt in to receive a recycling bin). These proposals 
encourage recycling and diversion from landfill, which is our overall aim, especially with 
Tirohia closing in 2038. We encourage you to read through the proposals in the LTP or the 
WMMP mpdc.nz/wmmp to understand the challenges and costs and make sure to let us 
know what you think. 

Commenter name: Matamata-Piako District Council 
 

Comment: David OGrady I agree! We need to rally around small businesses at this time, 
well anytime really but it is now imperative. I do think that there should he an opt out option 
given by the council in this case. 🤷♀ 

Commenter name: Paula Charlton 
 

Comment: Matamata-Piako District Council I will definitely be having my say, despite the fact 
I am under no illusion at all that this council will listen. A done deal I imagine. 🤷♀🤦♀ 

Commenter name: Paula Charlton 
 

Comment: Matamata-Piako District Council thank you for providing a more detailed 
response. (It may be a better idea next time to add anything on via the comments section, 
rather than edit your original post as it gave me no notification you had expanded on your 
comment.) As far as recycling goes in the current climate I make use of the council provided 
bin for that. I will definitely take the time to read through the links you have provided and 
provide feedback.... 

Attachment: View Attachment 

Commenter name: Paula Charlton 
 

Comment: I pay for a local business rubbish bin that takes any rubbish and greenwaste. Will 
you be including all rubbish and greenwaste? There should be an opt out option for those of 
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us who don't want to use the Council service and yr added cost to my rates, and choose any 
businesses with cheaper options. There's a new Law about Cartels and price fixing now. 

Commenter name: Ann Hocking 
 

Comment: Ann Hocking thanks for your feedback. The proposal for the food waste bin does 
not include green waste. We encourage you to click the link in the post to read through our 
proposals and have your say. 

Commenter name: Matamata-Piako District Council 
 

Comment: We compost our food waste, always have. We don't need another blooming bin. 

Commenter name: Deborah Watson 
 

Comment: Deborah Watson Good on you. A lot of our food waste goes to the wild birds, 
which doesn't leave much in my home. However, I am aware that not everyone lives on a 
section big enough to have a compost bin. Hmmm, I need to revise my submission about a 
possible optional compost bin. 

Commenter name: David G King 
 

Comment: We also feed the birds David, our compost bin isn't large by any means, we just 
budget to be sure there is b. all food waste. 

Commenter name: Deborah Watson 
 

Comment: This will lead to more kerbside dumping due to cost. I am betting this has come 
from government down loading its socialist agenda on the councils all over NZ (not 
Aotearoa). 

Commenter name: Mark Ball 
 

Comment: "NZ (not Aotearoa)" lol get in the bin. 

Commenter name: James Paterson 
 

Comment: James Paterson The name of this country has not been officially changed but you 
can see and hear the subtle indicators of change being pushed. Such as on Magic Talk their 
adverts and talk hosts use Aotearoa not New Zealand. There is a sign in Te Aroha about the 
Heritage trail and it is Aotearoa no sign of New Zealand. This Government is pushing a silent 
agenda. I am open to change but only when the people have spoken. 

Commenter name: Mark Ball 
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Comment: Speak then, by calling it whatever you prefer. Easy as Brother 👍 

Commenter name: James Paterson 
 

Comment: The council has already made the decision, not matter what the rate payers say it 
will be happening. Decision is made. I live rural and dont have any facilities so I have to pay 
to dump my rubbish. Sux big time. 

Commenter name: Wendy Campbell 
 

Comment: Wendy Campbell hi, having discussions about the things you care about is what 
the long term plan is all about. This is your community and We want to hear your thoughts 
on our plans and proposals before making any final decisions. 

Commenter name: Matamata-Piako District Council 
 

Comment: Matamata-Piako District Council is this another long term plan? I'm sure I have 
submitted on this before? 

Commenter name: Deborah Watson 
 

Comment: Wendy Campbell yes, we asked the community for their ideas about this 
proposed service last year to get a feel for what people wanted and added the feedback into 
the long term plan (LTP). A good example of how we included community feedback to the 
LTP was we decided to remove the proposal to close the Waihou Transfer Station because 
users wanted it left open. 

Commenter name: Matamata-Piako District Council 
 

Comment: Deborah Watson At the moment, if I understand right, we have the LTP (Long 
term plan) and WMMP (Waste/Rubbish) being consulted on. I'm involved in the District Plan 
due to one of my hobbies which is another council document. It's all a bit confusing but I'm 
glad MPDC is here on social media trying to educate us all. 

Commenter name: David G King 
 

Comment: Wendy Campbell It could be said that council have made their decision. But, in 
reality they have to change any decision if enough people make submissions. As they've 
already said, Te Aroha/Waihou transfer station (aka dump) is a classic example of that. 

Commenter name: David G King 
 

Comment: Auckland, Northshore, did the wheelie bin for Rubbish, you choose wot size 
wheelie bin AND you had to PAY by putting a sticker tag on (that someone went along and 
ripped off for the rubbish truck 🤣) and pay for it each time it was emptied. We stuck with 
wheelie bin company as it was cheaper and weekly. 
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Commenter name: Karen James 
 

Comment: Re your planning ahead consultation books..have they been fully distributed yet, 
my street hasn't had one yet and neither has my mother's. 

Commenter name: Michelle Ellender 
 

Comment: Hey Michelle Ellender - according to the distributors theyve all been delivered, but 
we are hearing about pockets of the district that don't seem to have got them 🤔 would you 
mind PM'ing us the addresses? This will help us follow up with the distributor 

Commenter name: Matamata-Piako District Council 
 

Comment: In the meantime, all of the information is available at 
Htpp://mpdc.nz/planningahead, or you can pick up a booklet at any office or library 

Commenter name: Matamata-Piako District Council 
 

Comment: A resource recovery centre would be great! Thames has one and it has been a 
saver re: financial cost to disposing of rubbish on a micro (to the household) and macro (to 
the district) level as well as the environmental benefit of course. It's a win-win. 

Commenter name: Miriam Ess 
 

Comment: No it’s not exciting,as well as another rates rise we will then have four bins per 
dwelling at the kerbside,is this really improving the rubbish collection. 

Commenter name: Eve Rowley 
 

Comment: We live rural, although only 3km from town. We have to take our rubbish to the 
dump. Are we still going to have to pay increased rates even though we get zero for it? 

Commenter name: Melissa Jeffrey 
 

Comment: Melissa Jeffrey your general rate will increase which goes towards maintaining 
the transfer stations. In the future the rate would support the proposed resource recovery 
centres which would give our district more opportunities to divert waste from landfill. We 
encourage you to have your say at MPDC.nz/planningahead so we can make good 
decisions based on the communities wants and needs. 

Attachment: View Attachment 

Commenter name: Matamata-Piako District Council 
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Comment: Will council rubbish bags still be available (if this went ahead) to buy for those of 
us who won’t qualify for a wheelie bin etc? 

Commenter name: Caz Davidson 
 

Comment: Caz Davidson we are still working through many finer logistics of the proposed 
new service. You raise a good question and encourage you to make a submission at 
mpdc.nz/planningahead 

Attachment: View Attachment 

Commenter name: Matamata-Piako District Council 
 

Comment: So people in the country have a rate increase and still no rubbish collection??? 

Commenter name: Trudi Mikkelsen 
 

Comment: Trudi Mikkelsen people in the country get nothing at all for their rates I don't know 
how the council justifies charging them what they do now, we have owned our property for I 
think 18 years now and never once has the council even come and cleaned their drain but if 
we touch it look out! 

Commenter name: Adam Big-Redd Kirkbride 
 

Comment: Adam Big-Redd Kirkbride yup us too 😪 

Commenter name: Trudi Mikkelsen 
 

Comment: Trudi Mikkelsen its a joke and if you ask any builder in the Waikato they are the 
shittest to deal with for any consents or anything too. But hey I guess this is what we elected 

 

Commenter name: Adam Big-Redd Kirkbride 
 

Comment: Adam Big-Redd Kirkbride but we do get to use street lighting when we go to town 
at night 🤣 

Commenter name: Glenn Townsend 
 

Comment: Glenn Townsend 🤣🤣 yeah and there has been plenty of times when people 
have said none of them are on too lol 

Commenter name: Adam Big-Redd Kirkbride 
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Comment: No thanks.. my rates are high enough at 2300.. ill stick with my wheelie bin 
service i already have.. 

Commenter name: Steph Reed 
 

Comment: I was pretty sure I had submitted on this a long time ago - will that still stand 
Matamata-Piako District Council? 

Commenter name: Deborah Watson 
 

Comment: We used the submissions from the earlier consultations to help us form the draft 
LTP and those submissions will be available to our Councillors during the decision making 
process. However, if you have anything new to add on the aspects of the draft that you care 
about please make a new submission at mpdc.nz/planningahead. 

Attachment: View Attachment 

Commenter name: Matamata-Piako District Council 
 

Comment: Ratepayers xhoose to buy rubbish bags?? I choose to have a wheelie bin already 
i do hope if you make this change you will look at supporting local wheelie bin companys 

Commenter name: Lisa Hicks 
 

Comment: No recycling will result in more stuff dumped on our country roadsides and our 
rivers as many will not want to travel to a recycle center or have to pay! 

Commenter name: Rowena Peard 
 

Post Message: We are currently reviewing how our Kerbside services will look from 2023. 
One of the challenges we are looking at is whether the collections will include CBD's. 
Switching from rubbish bags to wheelie bins will be a challenge in busy CBDs, especially 
where parked cars are blocking access for collection trucks. We want to hear what you think 
before we make any further decisions. Here is what Mayor Ash has to say about it. Let us 
know what you think on this topic, head to mpdc.nz/planningahead to have your say. 

Time Posted: Thu Apr 08 2021 16:46:02 GMT+1200 (New Zealand Standard Time) 

2 comments 

Comment: Try getting rid of unnecessary junk-mail advertising in the district for a start. For a 
start its a waste of paper and second, its used once and discarded and oft before even being 
read. 

Commenter name: Mike Smith 
 

Comment: More rates increases under your watch 
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Commenter name: Lindsay Ward 
 

Post Message: The current kerbside contract is up for review in 2023 and we are asking for 
your feedback on our proposals for how the service will look. There are challenges to how 
we manage rubbish and recycling, and continuing to do what we are doing is not an option. 
This is going to cause a spike in rates that year, but ratepayers will no longer need to buy 
rubbish bags. Some of the proposals include: - Replacing rubbish bags with wheelie bins. - A 
recycling wheelie bin or multiple crates - collected fortnightly or weekly - A food waste bin - 
Resource Recovery Centres in Matamata and Morrinsville and improvements to the Waihou 
Transfer Station. This enables us to divert more waste from landfill. Read through the 
challenges and costs and have your say at mpdc.nz/planningahead 

4 comments for 114099128648004_4055343311190213: 

Comment: Our rates are increasing by 10% yet you want to charge extra for us to receive 
bins for rubbish, or you want us to pay to get our own bins. Come on MPDC, honestly the 
rate payers pay more and get less. If you are a rate payer contributing to the community by 
way of rates, these services should be inclusive. 

Commenter name: Sharon Lawson 
 

Comment: Sharon Lawson it’s getting harder to manage rubbish and recycling across the 
country, especially since we are unable to send less overseas for recycling. Waste 
management Costs are rising through central govt - such as the waste levy (the cost to 
dispose of rubbish) and the emissions scheme (Govts climate change targets). There’s 
nothing we can do to avoid these costs and it’s a bill we have to pay to be able to provide the 
service. What we want to do by 2023 is provide a waste management service that 
encourages less waste going to landfill and the ability to repurpose and divert more. That’s 
good for our environment and hopefully leaves the next generation with a cleaner planet. 

Commenter name: Matamata-Piako District Council 
 

Comment: I understand what you are saying but don't load the rate payers when you are 
already loading us with a 10% rate increae. It's the countries issue, not rate payers. We are 
already contributing to communities so give us some consideration. No charge for 
rubbish/recycling. 

Commenter name: Sharon Lawson 
 

Comment: Sharon Lawson the fees to dispose of rubbish at Tirohia Landfill have risen and 
will continue to rise over the next few years from $10 per tonne, to $60 per tonne. Our district 
disposes of 12,000 tonnes per year. So it’s definitely an issue that affects our district. We 
don’t make any money from the rates for rubbish - it just covers the bill. If the bill goes up, 
we need to be able to pay it. If we can’t pay it - our contractors won’t provide collection, the 
same if we didn’t pay our power or phone bill. The LTP is a proposal and nothing is set in 
stone, please make sure to have your say at mpdc.nz/planning ahead 

Attachment: View Attachment 
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Commenter name: Matamata-Piako District Council 
 

Post Message: It’s a bit wet and a wee bit chilly but we are at the Matamata Market this 
morning, waiting for your questions on the Long Term Plan. While you chat, our district 
libraries Community Outreach Specialists are here to entertain the children! So grab your 
warm jacket and your brolly and come in down. 

0 comments 

 

Post Message: This Friday, 16 April at 11am, James Sainsbury - Matamata-Piako District 
Councillor will be hosting Toddler Time in our Matamata Library! He has picked some great 
songs and will be reading some of his favourite kids books too. He will also be happy to 
answer any questions afterwards about our Long Term Plan for Matamata-Piako Come 
along, have a chat and learn about the plans Council has to improve our district, for the 
better, over the next ten years :) 

Found 1 comments  

Comment: Ann-Jorun Hunter :) 

Commenter name: Anna McLoughlin 
 

Post Message: Today is the last day to share your thoughts on the big decisions for our 
community over the next 10 years. We are facing some big challenges that are driving up 
our costs, as well as proposing a number of exciting projects in our community. We want to 
hear your thoughts on all of these proposals, before making any final decisions. Read more 
and let us know what you think. https://www.mpdc.govt.nz/long-term-plan 

Time Posted: Mon Apr 19 2021 11:17:51 GMT+1200 (New Zealand Standard Time) 

Post ID: 114099128648004_4084479831609894 

0 comments 
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Te Aroha Community Noticeboard 1 post, no comments 

Rien Van de Weteringh uploaded a file. 

18 April 11.56 

Support KTAB's submission to LTP to restore forest and improve tracks in upper domain. Get your 
submission in to LTP: Closing time for submissions is tomorrow Monday 19 April 5 pm!!! You can 
view KTAB’s submission in attached file or on the LTP web page and go to "view submissions" under 
my name: Rien van de Weteringh. If you wish you can submit on all items proposed in the LTP or skip 
these and simply add your support to the KTAB submission in the general comments field provided 
for at the end of your submission. Give it your own wording o simply state, I/we support the plant 
pest control, forest restoration and track improvement for the upper domain proposed by KTAB. 
Keep Te Aroha Beautiful has submitted to the LTP regarding the state of the forest and tracks in the 
upper Domain, which is infested with environmental pest plants (like privet, jasmine, wild ginger, 
wandering dew and many more). We want MPDC to commit to a long term programme to restore 
the area, improve biodiversity and tracks and make the experience for local users and visitors more 
enjoyable. We ask for your support and encourage you to put in your own submission. KTAB has not 
taken a stance on the proposed development of the new Day Spa (or any of the other proposed 
items for that matter) as we leave that up to each individual person. We feel however that there is 
common agreement on tackling the deteriorated condition of the bush in the domain and also wider 
area. The latter, wider area, will be submitted on in the Park and Open Spaces Strategy but we feel 
the Domain is our first priority. KTAB is offering support to MPDC by way of supplying plants from 
their community native plant nursery, facilitating planting days and a proposed Weedbusters group. 
It recommends MPDC allocate adequate resources and funding in their LTP for a sustained 
development/maintenance programme to improve this area regardless of the proposed Spa 
development going ahead or not. Thank you for your support. 

NO COMMENTS 

 

Matamata Notice Board 3 posts, 97 comments 

Paul Steele 

16 April  

Just read something funny.........page 12 in the Scene, today, "MPDC, average proposed rates 
increase over the next 10 years 5.93% per year"....the proposed 2021/22 increase is 11.85%.   5.93%, 
yeah right..... 

41 comments 

Robbie Ganley 

Our pension doesn't go up that much. 
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Brenda Dunn 

Robbie Ganley Agree, another utility has already grabbed this year's increase.. they will have to 

stand in line!! My belt has been pulled so tight, the leather came off the buckle 😉 

Wayne Crowhurst 

An increase for what 

Manu King 

Wayne Crowhurst for more horse statues in the middle of town🙄 

Cathy Miller 

Manu, 

I believe that statue is being paid for by private funds..🤔. 

Matamata-Piako District Council 

Manu King - Cathy is correct. The horse statue is a community initiative, led by Keep Matamata 
Beautiful. It is not funded by ratepayers. 

Raewyn Clark 

I thought the council had "released" the funds that were put aside for the truck by-pass road that 
they decided we don't need (cough!). Surely this would remove the need to increase rates? 

Wali Uchiha 

They also said, if we dont raise rates buy your own bags, and the bags are thin and smaller.Joke... 

Robbie Ganley 

Rates Mr Wayne 

Jess Lucas 

Here we go Patrice Morrison!!! 

Carol Bennett 

So many new residential permits granted and infrastructure not able to cope. Maybe council will 
seriously address this issue. 

Pam Chubb 

Carol Bennett Well said. People need to trust that the Council is really working for them and that 
their rates are not squandered. Infrastructure also means amenities like banks! 

Debra Gilbert 
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That will be hard for the elderly and those on benefits who don't get any real increase in income. 
Even those of us working folks don't get pay increases like this annually. Will be interesting to know 
what it's being spent on. Hopefully better roading… See more 

Matamata-Piako District Council 

Debra Gilbert - that's why we are seeking feedback. We genuinely want to understand how our 
proposals will impact different people in the community. You can see exactly how every $100 of 
rates is spent here: https://www.mpdc.govt.nz/.../how-every-100-o… See more 

Matamata-Piako District Council - 0800 746 467 

Frank Hilliar 

Matamata-Piako District Council check the recent upgrade to Firth Street, an absolute joke🤦♂ 

Dave Mason 

This wouldnt happen if Jan Barnes was still Mayor 

Reegan Stewart 

Dave Mason now I’ve heard it all ♂ 

Gayle Dickson 

It's called progress 

Brook Ngati 

Gayle Dickson alright to say that but what progress has been made in the last year in matamata?? 

Robbie Ganley 

Brook Ngati agree 

Wayne Crowhurst 

Is what I was getting at with my comment above 

Gayle Dickson 

Brook Ngati good thing generally take time. 

Brook Ngati 

Gayle Dickson lol raises in rates and increases on rubbish is it any wonder people are skeptical 

Fleur Jeffrey 

Brook Ngati or te aroha 

Brook Ngati 



 
38 

Matamata-Piako Libraries yes all things that were already underway before this council took office 

Matamata-Piako District Council 

Brook Ngati in the last year - the opening of the Matamata to Te Aroha cycleway, and the 
refurbishment underway of Headon Stadium. We can give you lots more examples from the last 5 
years too if that will help. If you want to know what else we're propo… See more 

Long Term Plan 

MPDC.GOVT.NZ 

Michelle Haynes 

Progress yes New horse in town .Who paid for it? 

Michelle Haynes 

Gayle Dickson Yes progress New horse in town .How pays for this. ? Rates? 

Ruth Mckechnie 

Michelle Haynes nothing to do with council 

Gayle Dickson 

Michelle Haynes not the council. keep Matamata Beautiful did that 

Evelyn Brightwell 

Especially when they don't provide our area with sewage, rubbish collection and a few other 
services. The road verge is mowed 1 metre on the roadside just prior to receiving your rates bill. 

I personally think it's a bit of a rip off. 

What is it we ar… See more 

Caron Stewart 

Evelyn Brightwell road repairs completed recently are NZTA not Council 

Linda Morris 

oh but Te Aroha needs a new spa 

Caron Stewart 

I know it's crazy but the increase in the cost of living we all experience applies also to the council. 
Whether it's waste management, streetscape or residential services provided, these extra costs have 
to be reflected in the rates we pay as home owne… See more 

Maria Clogs Van Gog 
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laughable but not really funny. 

disgraceful. 

reeks of a council living beyond its means. 

Paul Steele 

Author 

My issue is....why say 5.93%....when we all know, that's beyond wishful thinking. More chance of 
someone in Matamata, winning $8,250,000 in lotto, then rates dropping below 10% over the next 10 
years.......  

Matamata-Piako District Council 

Hi all - the information in the Scene and the post above is correct. The proposed total rates increase 
for this year is 11.85%, with around 1.85% of this being funded by all the growth happening across 
the district, and around 10% being funded by exist… See more 

Projected rates for the next 10 years 

MPDC.GOVT.NZ 

Projected rates for the next 10 years 

Projected rates for the next 10 years 

Mark Patterson 

The rates should have increased last year for 2020/21 but covid intervened and council did the right 
thing by not increasing the rates until things became clearer about covid 

That's why ratepayers are lumped with a 11.85% increase for 21/22 year and th… See more 

Evelyn Brightwell 

You seem to miss the point. The price rise is due to nil last year due to covid. We are paying for 
services that aren't provided by council don't miss the point. 

 

Jonathan Smith  

17 March 

Swap Park Off Leash Dog Park. Some months ago you might recall that I started a conversation about 
the need for an off leash exercise dog park for Matamata. Many Matamata residents are presently 
travelling to Cambridge to take advantage of the increadble dog park established there. We have 
approx 1500 dogs in this area which equates to a large number of households owning a dog. It was 
brought to my attention that work had already commenced on this proposal including the 
acceptance of the project as one of three ideas approved by council for YOUR VOICE YOUR VISION 
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2020. Peter Vossen and myself attended the March Council meeting to once again submit our 
proposal in order to remind council that this park is needed and was voted for by the residents. A 
reminder to Matamata residents reading this post that there is minimal to no cost to rate payers due 
to sponsorship, grants and good will by the residents. PROGRESS I am pleased to say that the 
proposal has now moved to the next stage - submissions. We now need your help to make a 
submission to council if you support this project. The attached link will take you to the council's 
submission page. There is a great deal of information on the council's website about the project 
including location, concept and cost. Any questions please just ask me. 
https://www.mpdc.govt.nz/.../things.../dog-park-in-matamata. I would like to acknowledge the 
support from Peter Vossen and Annaliese England who commenced work on this project last year. 

Renae Wilson 

Finn 

Shayna-lee Broadbent 

Here too support 

Jonathan Smith 

Author 

Shayna-lee Broadbent please be sure to complete a submission even if it's just a commet that you 
support this project. 

Shayna-lee Broadbent 

Jonathan Smith defo will to support a good cause 

 

Jackie Barlow 

Congratulations to Annaleise England,Peter Vossen and all the people who have worked hard to get 
this park for our dogs. 

Thankyou 👍 

Kayla Kinzett 

Zach our boy would love it sooo much! 

Jonathan Smith 

Author 

 

Kayla Lunam please be sure to complete a submission even if it's just a grommet that you support 
this project. 
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Jonathan Smith 

Author 

 

comment* 

Kayla Kinzett 

Jonathan Smith will do tonight 😁 

 

May Silvester 

Jazmine McKenzie 

Karen Huitema 

Hurry up we been waiting so long.....Please🤗 

Pania Anderson 

Done. 

But yikes on looking thru some of the future things. 

$1. 1 million for water treatment plant. Cool… See more 

May be an image of text 

Jonathan Smith 

Author 

Pania Anderson yes .. and thank you .. ours is pocket money .. lol .. 

Glenys Young 

Submission done! Great work everyone involved. 

Lydia Rose Louw 

Submission done ☺ 

Jonathan Smith 

Author 

Lydia Rose Louw thank you 

Baylee Jackson 
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Stacey Jackson 

Submission completed, a dog park in Matamata would be fabulous. 

Nerrida Schuler 

Way to go Jonathan and Peter and Annaliese. 

Bridget Gill 

Thank you thank you 

Jonathan Smith 

Author 

 

Bridget Gill would be fantastic if you make a submission .. very easy via that link .. regards 

Bridget Gill 

Jonathan Smith have done 

Laura Jayne 

Dave Dew 

Jackie Lugton 

Selina Marie McIntyre 

Shae O'hearn 

Great work😁 

Miriam de Goeij 

So .. hang on... so dogs are not allowed off leash at swap park?? 

June Parematarangi Wilson 

There are heaps of dogs in Matamata l hope this will be monitored can you do up the children's 
playground by the netball courts and add a few more lower climbing frames for the little ones its a 
well used playground. 

Jonathan Smith 

Author 

 

June Parematarangi Wilson maybe you could lead that project as I'm totally committed to getting 
this project up and running .. its taking a lot of time but worth while. 
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June Parematarangi Wilson 

Jonathan Smith yes will be great show me what to do and together we can get it going keen as 

 

Shereen Tempelmeyer 

Renee Settle Nicole Settle what do yo think??🤔 

Renee Settle 

Shereen Tempelmeyer would be cool 😊 

Nicole Settle 

Shereen Tempelmeyer wouldn’t take lola 🤣🤣 

Shereen Tempelmeyer 

Nicole Settle haha!! 

Sylvia Strijkers-Fletcher 

Jacinda Stubbins 

Pare Wikaira 

Submission done 😁 

Jacob Kneebone 

I thought the swap park was already an off leash park? 

Dean Clark 

Megan Clark 
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Piako Catchment Forum 

Matamata-Piako District Council Long Term Plan, Parks and Open Spaces Strategy and the Waste 
Minimisation and Management Plan   

We encourage you all to submit on behalf of yourselves,  

tell them what you think and how it affects you at,:  

https://www.mpdc.govt.nz/say-it/have-your-say  

We’ve put together a submission statement from the Piako Catchment Forum that you can use as a 
template. Submissions are due by the 16th April 2021 – We all can have a say! 

#piakocatchmentforum #piako #matamatapiako #morrinsville #tearoha #matamata #waikatonz #nz 
#biodiversity #conservation #nzconservation 

3 comments 
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Jan Wilson 

I’m a person who wants a dog park in Matamata but am horrified to hear that the plan to create the 
dog park incorporates some of the trees that have been planted at Swap Park. I hope that’s not true. 
Those trees were a community project involving lots … See more 

Vicky Kelly 

Author 

Jan Wilson please submit, let them know your thoughts! 

Jan Wilson 

Vicky Kelly I’ve already submitted that I want the dog park. It was afterwards I found out about 
exactly where it is going. I will email them with my thoughts but just hoped someone could tell me 
I’ve got it wrong!! 

 

Morrinsville Cowmunity Facebook Page 1 post, 3 comments 

John Howlett shared a link. 

12 April 15.28 

I wonder if you've taken any notice on the Proposed rates increase - 11.85% 

Probably not but I was surprised to read that: There's only one week left to share your views on the 
big decisions for your community. 

You can find more information and have your say on what we’re proposing at 
mpdc.nz/planningahead until 19 April. 

You probably won't but I thought I'd mention it 🙂 

#probably 

Ngaire Young 

They'll do it anyway. 

Ken Foster 

Dear John, lets not beat about the bush, its damn near 12 %, and according to Mayor Ash' 
"we have things to do and we must catch up". As far as I'm concerned, Capex, ie Capital 
Expenditure is debated as the "wish list " for the next financial year, so how is it that we 
ratepayers, have to cough up before we get the goods. A lot of pensioners in the Piako 
district can hardly absorb a near 12% increase on thier measly pension. 

Bill Sirett 

Well said Ken Foster I agree with every word I say the council should manage on what they 
get and stop treating us like a cash cow. 
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Mayor Ash - Facebook page 1 post, 3 comments 

16 March 

We've been working on a plan for our district for the next ten years. We're facing some 
major challenges, but also proposing some pretty big projects so before we make any final 
decisions, we really want to hear what the community think.  

I've given a bit of a summary of the proposals in my clip below, but you can find more info 
on everything we're proposing at http://mpdc.nz/planningahead 

Russell Smith 

I encourge all rate payers to take the opportunity of this consultation period for the long 
term plan and have your say whether you agree or not. 

Roy Upton 

Let’s have some disclosure of senior council wage structure,and if you need some more 
funds available let’s get rid of some of these overpaid p****s 

Matamata-Piako District Council 

Hey Roy - we're actually pretty transparent about that information already. It's in our Annual 
Report every year - you can find the latest one here http://mpdc.nz/AR1920. But local 
government doesn't pay as well as you might think, and like every other industry, you get 
what you pay for. We want smart, driven, experts who care passionately about our 
community. 

 

James Sainsbury Facebook page 1 post, 1 comment WMMP 

27 March 

Really pleased to have been part of the Waste Management Working Party to prepare this 
for council and community. This is your chance to have a say on kerb side collection and 
other waste management strategies in our communities. 

https://www.mpdc.govt.nz/have-your-say/wmmp/ 

1 comment 

 

Hienakin Kellogg 

What's waste management got to do with it we have smart environmental 

 

 


