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FONTERRA SUBMISSION ON  

Proposed Plan Change 46 (Development Concept Plan for Poultry 

Processing and Manufacturing, Waitoa) to the Matamata-Piako 

District Plan 

 

To: Matamata-Piako District Council 

PO Box 266  

TE AROHA 3342 

submissions@mpdc.govt.nz 

 

Submitter 

 

Fonterra Co-operative Group Limited 

Contact: Adrian Pyne 

 

Address for 

Service: 

 

Fonterra Co-operative Group Limited 

PO Box 10397 

Te Rapa 

HAMILTON 

  

Fonterra does not wish to be heard in support of this submission. 
 
Fonterra could not gain an advantage in trade competition through this submission. 
 
I confirm that I am authorised on behalf of Fonterra Co-Operative Group Ltd to make 
this submission. 

 

 

1. INTRODUCTION 

1.1 Fonterra Co-operative Group Limited (Fonterra) is a global, co-operatively owned company with its 

roots firmly planted in New Zealand.  Our 10,500 New Zealand farmer shareholders produce some 

16 billion litres of the 22 billion litres of milk we collect and process annually as the world’s largest 

processor of dairy products.  

1.2 Fonterra has significant assets and operational interests in the Matamata-Piako District, specifically 

the Waitoa and Morrinsville Dairy Manufacturing Sites which make a significant contribution to the 

local and regional economy. As with the Ingham’s Poultry Processing Plant at Waitoa (provided for 

under Plan Change 46), both sites are subject to Development Concept Plans (DCP) within the 

Matamata Piako District Plan.   

1.3 Sound planning is required to ensure that such resources (and their future development) are 

appropriately recognised, provided for and protected under statutory planning documents such as 



the Matamata-Piako District Plan, and through planning mechanisms such as a Development 

Concept Plan. 

 

2. SUBMISSION 

2.1 Entire Plan Change 

Submission 

2.2 Fonterra generally supports the provisions in Proposed Plan Change 46 to the Matamata-Piako 

District Plan (Proposed PC46), and accordingly seeks no changes. The particular aspects of the 

Proposed PC46 that are supported by Fonterra include: 

• The proposed DCP appears to include all relevant performance standards and assessment 

criteria so there is no requirement to refer elsewhere in the District Plan which is a sound 

approach; 

• The delineation of individual buildings and structures have been removed for simplicity and to 

provide flexibility which helps to avoid the DCP from becoming outdated; 

• A number of activities have been changed to permitted status such as workshops, servicing, 

wastewater and water treatment facilities, transportation depots, energy plants, earthworks, 

hazardous substances/dangerous goods); 

• The noise emission control boundary has been extended (after careful consultation) in the 

proposed DCP to provide for expansion; and 

• Simplified landscaping – which provides for greater scope for redevelopment within site 

boundaries. 

2.3 Fonterra supports the proposed changes as they will better provide for future development of the 

Ingham’s Poultry Processing Plant at Waitoa, and will avoid the current undesirable situation of such 

development being subject to unnecessary resource consents (and the associated uncertainty, costs 

and delays associated with the consent process).  

Relief Sought 

2.4 Retain the provisions of Plan Change 46 (Development Concept Plan for Poultry Processing & 

Manufacturing, Waitoa). 

 

Submission ends. 

 

Signature: FONTERRA CO-OPERATIVE GROUP LTD 

 

 

Adrian Pyne 

ENVIRONMENTAL MANAGER UPPER NORTH ISLAND 

21 January 2015 
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SUBMISSION BY POWERCO LIMITED ON PRIVATE PLAN CHANGE 46: 

DEVELOPMENT CONCEPT PLAN FOR POULTRY PROCESSING & 

MANUFACTURING, WAITOA 

 

Due 28 January 2015 

 

 

 

TO: Matamata-Piako District Council 

PO Box 266 

Te Aroha  

 

Via email: submissions@mpdc.govt.nz  

 

 

FROM:  Powerco Limited  

Private Bag 2061 

NEW PLYMOUTH  

 

 
 
 
 
ADDRESS FOR SERVICE:  BURTON PLANNING CONSULTANTS LIMITED 

Level 1, 2-8 Northcroft Street 
PO Box 33-817, Takapuna 
AUCKLAND 0740 
 
Attention: Georgina McPherson 
 
Phone:  (09) 917 4301 
Fax:  (09) 917 4311 
gmcpherson@burtonconsultants.co.nz 

 

mailto:submissions@mpdc.govt.nz
mailto:gmcpherson@burtonconsultants.co.nz
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1. INTRODUCTION  

 

1.1. This submission has been prepared on behalf of Powerco Limited (Powerco). 

Powerco is New Zealand’s second largest gas and electricity distribution company. 

Powerco’s network spreads across the upper and lower central North Island 

servicing over 400,000 consumers. This represents 46% of the gas connections and 

16% of the electricity connections in New Zealand.  These consumers are served 

through Powerco assets including nearly 8,500 kilometres of electricity lines 

(including overhead lines and cables) and 850 kilometres of gas pipelines. 

 

1.2. Powerco has an electricity sub-transmission and distribution network traversing the 

Matamata Piako district. This includes a number of zone substations, one of which 

is located adjacent to the Inghams poultry processing factory in Waitoa on Lot 1 DP 

446379. In addition, Powerco has existing overhead electricity lines running along 

Waihekau Road in front of the Inghams factory. 

 

2. POWERCO’S SUBMISSION 

 

2.1. Inghams Enterprises is proposing to undertake a private plan change (PPC46) to 

amend the development concept plan (DCP) for its poultry processing factory in 

Waitoa.  

 

2.2. Powerco’s zone substation at Lot 1 DP 446379 is currently located within the DCP 

for the Inghams poultry processing factory. Electricity substations are not provided 

for by the DCP and as a result, Powerco was required to obtain a non-complying 

activity consent at the time the substation was established. PPC46 proposes to alter 

the boundary of the DCP such that Powerco’s zone substation would be excluded 

from the DCP area and would not, therefore, be required to comply with the 

provisions of the DCP. Powerco supports this change. The underlying zoning of the 

substation site will not be affected by the DCP boundary change and will remain 

‘Industrial Zone’. 

 

2.3. The amended DCP included in PPC46 identifies six primary access points to the site. 

The performance standards require all vehicle accesses to be located in accordance 

with the DCP. Access point 1 identified in the DCP provides access to Powerco’s 

existing substation from Waihekau Road and its inclusion in the DCP is, therefore, 

supported.  

 

2.4. PPC46 proposes additional screen planting along Waihekau Road in order to 

mitigate landscape and visual amenity effects of the poultry processing factory.  

Powerco appreciates the need for the screen planting. However, it seeks to ensure 
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that the screen planting is appropriate in terms of species selection, location, height 

and management to avoid interference with Powerco’s existing overhead lines in 

Waihekau Road. This is because vegetation in close proximity to electricity lines can 

create a significant public safety hazard and result in flashovers1, an interruption of 

electrical service or an outage, for example due to trees falling on the lines.  

 
2.5. As such, Powerco seeks the inclusion of an advice note in performance standard 7 

of PPC46 drawing attention to the need for compliance with the Electricity (Hazards 

from Trees) Regulations 2003 (the Tree Regulations) in all parts of the plan change 

area. The Tree Regulations define the safe separation distances required between 

trees and overhead electricity lines. Compliance with the Tree Regulations is 

mandatory. 

 

3. RELIEF SOUGHT 

 

3.1. Retain the proposed boundary of the Development Concept Plan to the extent that 

it excludes Powerco’s existing electricity substation located at Lot 1 DP 446379 and 

retain the underlying Industrial zoning of Lot 1 DP 446379. 

 

3.2. Retain access point 1 on the DCP and the associated performance standards for 

‘access’ to the extent that they enable continued use of the existing access to 

Powerco’s zone substation at Lot 1 DP 446379. 

 

3.3. Include the following advice note in Performance Standard 7 relating to 

Landscaping in the PPC46 area: 

 

Advice Notes 
 
Vegetation to be planted near electric lines should be selected and/or managed to 
ensure that it will not result in that vegetation breaching the Electricity (Hazards 
from Trees) Regulations 2003. To discuss works, including tree planting, near any 
electrical line, contact the line operator. 
 

 

4. POWERCO DOES NOT WISH TO BE HEARD IN SUPPORT OF THIS SUBMISSION.   

 

5. IF OTHERS MAKE A SIMILAR SUBMISSION, POWERCO WOULD BE PREPARED TO 

CONSIDER PRESENTING A JOINT CASE AT ANY HEARING. 

 

6. POWERCO COULD NOT GAIN AN ADVANTAGE IN TRADE COMPETITION THROUGH 

THIS SUBMISSION. 

                                                 
1
 A flashover is the term used to describe a momentary, but major electric arc usually across an insulator string 
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7. POWERCO IS DIRECTLY AFFECTED BY AN EFFECT OF THE SUBJECT MATTER OF THE 

APPLICATION THAT— 

 

i. ADVERSELY AFFECTS THE ENVIRONMENT; AND 

ii. DOES NOT RELATE TO TRADE COMPETITION OR THE EFFECTS OF TRADE 

COMPETITION. 

 
 
Dated at TAKAPUNA this 28th day of January 2015 
 

Signature of person authorised to sign on behalf of Powerco Limited:  

 

 

 

_________________________________ 

Georgina McPherson 

 
 
Address for service:  (as per cover sheet) 
 

BURTON PLANNING CONSULTANTS LIMITED 
    PO Box 33-817 

Takapuna 
Auckland 0740 

 
    Attention: Georgina McPherson   

 
    Phone:  (09) 917-4301   

Fax:   (09) 917-4311 
    E-Mail:  gmcpherson@burtonconsultants.co.nz  
    File ref: 09/063 
 

 

 

mailto:gmcpherson@burtonconsultants.co.nz
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