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Introduction
Matamata-Piako District Council (Council) provides annual funding to contribute
towards the costs of processing resource consents for non-profit community
organisations. The budget for this fund is set each year through the Annual Plan /
Long Term Plan process. This policy provides guidance in administering the fund.
Objectives
The objectives of this policy are to ensure our distribution of funding:
 occurs in a consistent, efficient, effective manner
 is transparent, fair and accountable
 contributes to the social and cultural well-being of the community
 supports projects of community benefit
Who can apply?
Your group must be a non-profit community organisation and should:
 have a high ratio of volunteers to paid employees
 have a high degree of public access to the organisation
 primarily be funded from grants, donations, subscriptions or similar and not
from fees, charges or funding from central government
You must provide evidence of a formal organisational structure. This may include
(but is not limited to) a list of members, election of a committee, holding an annual
general meeting, a constitution, incorporated society status or charitable trust status.
Individuals, government agencies, and organisations supported by government
agencies (e.g. schools) are not eligible for this grant.
What kinds of projects are eligible for funding?
Applications must meet the following criteria:
 your resource consent application must be for an activity within the
Matamata-Piako District
 the project must have no commercial aspect, and must clearly demonstrate
community benefit
 you must have a business plan setting out in sufficient detail the proposal,
timeline, long-term plans, confirmed and potential funding sources and any
other relevant information for your project
Applications will be assessed for consistency with other Council plans and strategies.
What can funds can be used for?
Funds approved under this policy must be used to pay Council for the cost of
processing a resource consent application (including staff time, consultants engaged
by Council and peer reviews).

The cost of any hearing commissioners, your consultant’s costs, regional council
consents, appeals or other Council consent applications (such as building consent)
are not covered under this policy.
Funding limit
There is a $5,000 (inclusive of GST if any) cap on funds allocated under this policy.
The total amount available each financial year (i.e. from 1 July to 30 June) is
determined through the Annual Plan / Long Term Plan process. The funds are
allocated on a first come first served basis until the funding is used up. Unallocated
funds from the annual budget each year will not be available for allocation in the
following year. Funds must be used within six months of the decision to grant funding
to your group.
Your group cannot apply for funding more than once per project under this policy.
Your group may apply for other Council funds separate to this policy (e.g. Community
Board Grants, Significant Natural Features).
How to apply
There are no funding round application dates. This means that applications can be
made at any time during the year. Applications under this policy may be made prior
to a resource consent being lodged with Council. If Council awards funding prior to a
resource consent being lodged with Council, a deposit will not be required.
If funding is granted after a resource consent application is lodged with Council, the
organisation must pay its deposit for the resource consent to be processed. The
deposit (up to $5,000) will then be paid to the organisation as a reimbursement into
the bank account stated in your application.
Council staff will process the resource consent in the usual way. Processing costs up
to $5,000 (the maximum funding under this policy) will not be charged to the
organisation. If processing costs are less than $5,000, the organisation is not entitled
to request the remaining amount be used for any other costs. The organisation will
be charged for all additional costs above $5,000.
A decision by Council to grant funding to you does not mean that your resource
consent application will be successful.
How will I know if funding has been approved?
Applications will be reported to a Council or Corporate and Operations Committee
meeting for Councillors to determine whether or not funding will be awarded. There
may be a delay of up to four weeks before a decision on your application is made
due to the Council/Committee meeting cycle.
You will be notified of the decision in writing to the address on your application form.
The decision of the Council or Corporate and Operations Committee is final.
Policy review
This policy will be reviewed annually alongside the Annual Plan or Long-Term Plan.
The Corporate Strategy team will co-ordinate this policy review.
Relevant legislation
Local Government Act 2002,
Resource Management Act 1991,
Reserves Act 1977.

Related policies, strategies or guidelines
Council Fees and Charges,
District Plan,
Reserve Management Plans,
Activity Management Plans,
Arts, Culture and Heritage Strategy,
Active Leisure Strategy.
Audience
Council staff,
Councillors,
non-profit community organisations.

